BASIC KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS

This general presentation is no
substitute for advice from an
immigration lawyer



Everyone living in the U.S. has certain basic
rights under the U.S. Constitution,
regardless of immigration status

Right to freedom of speech
Right to peaceful assembly
Right to not be detained or arrested without a valid reason

Right to remain silent



Everyone living in the U.S. has certain basic
rights under the U.S. Constitution, regardless of
iImmigration status

Right to refuse a search of body, home, or belongings, including
cell phone, except in the following cases:

Police or immigration officials can do a personal search if they
have a “reasonable suspicion that you are armed and dangerous™

Customs and Border Patrol may search phone & laptops of anyone
entering the US (even citizens)

Right to ask for a lawyer if you are detained or arrested



If immigration
comes to your
door

You do NOT need to
open the door; unless

they have a Judicial
Warrant from a US

District Court, signed
by a judge

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
District of

In the Matter of the Search of )

(Briefly describe the property to be searched )
or identify the person by name and address) ) Case No.

)

)

)

SEARCH AND SEIZURE WARRANT
To:  Any authorized law enforcement officer

An application by a federal law enforcement officer or an attorney for the government requests the search
of the following person or property located in the District of
(identify the person or describe the property to be searched and give its location).

I find that the affidavit(s). or any recorded testimony, establish probable cause to search and seize the person or property
described above, and that such search will reveal (identify the person or describe the property to be seized):

YOU ARE COMMANDED to execute this warrant on or before (not to exceed 14 days)
O in the daytime 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. O at any time in the day or night because good cause has been established.

Unless delayed notice is authorized below, you must give a copy of the warrant and a receipt for the property taken to the
person from whom, or from whose premises. the property was taken, or leave the copy and receipt at the place where the
property was taken.

The officer executing this warrant, or an officer present during the execution of the warrant, must prepare an inventory
uired by law and promptly return this warrant and inventory to
(United States Magistrate Judge)
O Pursuan
§ 2705 (except for delay
property. will be searched or se1z
O for days (not to exceed 30)

S.C. § 3103a(b). I find that immediate notification may have an adverse result listed in 18 U.S.C.

g, and authorize the officer executing this warrant to delay notice to the person who, or whose
the appropriate box)

aalhe facts justifying, the later specific date of

Date and time issued:
Judge'’s signature

City and state:
Printed name and title



If immigration
comes to your
door

If they have an Immigration
Warrant from the
Department of Homeland
Security, you do not need
to open the door.

Agents may try to convince
you that you need to.You
can ignore them

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY ‘Warrant for Arrest of Alien

File No.
Date:
To: Any immigration officer authorized pursuant to sections 236 and 287 of the |This warrantis directed at
Immigration and Nationality Act and part 287 of title 8, Code of Federal fe‘jtel”" 'I"I‘m'g’a:“’” Oﬂ'cetrs'
. . . . . . not local law eniforcement.
Regulations, to serve warrants of arrest for immigration violations Federal regulations only
provide authority to ICE
I have determined that there is probable cause to believe that agents to execute an
is removable from the United States. This determination is based upon: immigration warrant.

Since a charging
document is also
prepared and issued by
ICE agents, its
existence does not
show that any neutral
party has found
probable cause that the
person is subject to
deportation.

O the execution of a charging document to initiate removal proceedings against the subject;

None of these

[0 the pendency of ongoing removal proceedings against the subjeet; checkboxes indicate that
there is probable cause
[0 the failure to establish admissibility subsequent to deferred inspegfion; of a crime for which a

person could be arrested

. . . . S f
O biometric confirmation of the subject’s identity and.a records check of federal 2:;::2 jaw enforcement

databases that affirmatively indicate, by themselves or inaddition to other reliable
information, that the subject either lacks ifmmigration status or notwithstanding such status
is removable under U.S. immigration law; and/or

O statements made voluntarily by the subjectto an immigration officer and/or other
reliable evidence that affirmatively indicate the subject either lacks immigration status or
notwithstanding such status is removable under U.S. immigration law.

YOU ARE COMMANDED to arrest andytake into custody for removal proceedings under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, the above-named alien. No judge or neutral

magistrate is involved in the
issuance of an ICE warrant.
This warrant does not meet
the basic constitutional
standard for being a warrant,
which is review by a judge.

(Signature of Authorized Immigration Off]

(Printed Name and Title of Authorized Immigration Officer)

on

I hereby certify that the Warrant for Arrest of Alien was served by me at

Certificate of Service

(Location)

on , and the contents of this

notice were read to him or her in the language.

(Name of Alien) (Date of Service)

(Language)

Name and Signature of Officer Name or Number of Interpreter (if applicable)




If immigration
comes to your door

You have the right to remain silent

Don’t try to argue with them, do not give them any
information. If you start saying something, you might say

something that can be used against you. Say only “| request
my right to remain silent.”

You have the right to an attorney.
If there is a criminal complaint, the court will appoint a judge.

If it is an immigration issue, the court will not appoint a lawyer,
but you may call your own.



IF YOU ARE STOPPED ANYWHERE:

Remember that whatever uniform they wear, they are
bound by the constitutional rights we shared a few slides

ago.
Stay calm, keep yourself safe

Sudden movements or hands in your pockets can be seen
as a threat

Ask if you are being arrested, or if you are free to leave

Do not resist




IF YOU ARE STOPPED WHILE DRIVING

Stay in the car, put your hands on the steering
wheel where the officer can see them.

If the officer asks for license and registration, the
driver must provide them. Passengers are not
required to show ID.

Tell the officer where you are going to reach for
the information, and move slowly.




IF YOU ARE ARRESTED OR DETAINED

DO NOT Sign anything or take “voluntary departure”
without the guidance of a lawyer

DO NOT rely on immigration agents to provide you with
information about your rights

You have the right to remain silent
You have the right to call a lawyer or family member
You have the right to be visited in detention by a lawyer

You have the right to contact your consulate




PERSONAL PREPAREDNESS

Citizens are not required to carry proof of citizenship. In 2025,
if you are not a white, native English speaker, it may be a
good idea to carry proof.

Adults with valid immigration status, including green card, are
required to carry immigration documents with them.

Ensure that your documents are up-to-date

Consider disabling facial recognition on your phone, particularly
when traveling.

Memorize the phone number of your lawyer, or at least one
family member — if detained you may only get one phone call.




RED CARDS

Ou gen dwa konstitisyonel: | do not wish to speak with you, answer your questions, or sign

: : e . or hand you any documents based on my 5th Amendment rights
* PA LOUVRI POT Ia si yon ajan imigrasyon frape pot la. ndar th{:‘ Uhited States Gonstitution.

* PA REPONN OKENN KEKSYON yon ofisye imigrasyon si yo | do not give you permission to enter my home based on my
eseye pale avek ou. Ou gen dwa pou rete an silans. 4th Amendment rights under the United States Constitution
unless you have a warrant to enter, signed by a judge or

* PA SIYEN ANYEN ; I :
>R ba paleanvan avleyohigroRaion magistrate with my name on it that you slide under the door.

gen dwa pale ak yon avoka.
| do not give you permission to search any of my belongings

* Si W' deyo lakay ou, mande ajan an si w’ lib pou ale epi si yo di based on my 4th Amendment rights

wi, ale avek kalm.
* BAY AJAN KAT SA. Si ou anndan lakay ou, montre kat la nan

fenét la oswa glise li anba pot la." These cards are available to citizens and noncitizens alike.
; www.ilrc.org/red-cards

| choose to exercise my constitutional rights.

www.ilrc.org/red-cards

Red cards are two sided:

One side contain the basic summary of rights, available in the language you are
most comfortable with.This is a reminder, to you, of your rights

The other side is always in English, and can be handed to an immigration officer, to
communicate that you know you have rights



FAMILY PREPAREDNESS

While this is a difficult subject for families to consider, family
planning for emergencies empowers you to have SOME control
over what happens to the rest of the family if someone is
detained

Considering and documenting your choices in advance will allow
for some continuity of care.

Gather important documents (passports, birth certificates,
immigration documents). Keep them in a safe place and be sure
your family and a couple of trusted friends know where they are.

If you don’t already have an immigration lawyer, secure one you
can call in an emergency.




FAMILY PREPAREDNESS

If you have a child under |8, who will take care of the child if you are
detained!?

Informal plan is easy, but gives the caregiver no legal rights

Caregiver Affidavit Authorization gives someone legal rights to
care for your child for up to 2 years. Can be ended at any time.

Temporary Agent Authorization gives somewhat more
authority, but is only for 60 days after detention

Guardianship gives the most authority, but the parent cedes
responsibility.

See the MIRA website for more extensive information on how to
make plans
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