
BASIC KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS

This general presentation is no 

substitute for advice from an 

immigration lawyer



• Right to freedom of speech

• Right to peaceful assembly

• Right to not be detained or arrested without a valid reason

• Right to remain silent

Everyone living in the U.S. has certain basic 

rights under the U.S. Constitution, 

regardless of immigration status



• Right to refuse a search of body, home, or belongings, including 

cell phone, except in the following cases:

• Police or immigration officials can do a  personal search if they 

have a “reasonable suspicion that you are armed and dangerous”

• Customs and Border Patrol may search phone & laptops of anyone 

entering the US (even citizens)

• Right to ask for a lawyer if you are detained or arrested

Everyone living in the U.S. has certain basic 

rights under the U.S. Constitution, regardless of 

immigration status



• You do NOT need to 

open the door, unless 

they have a Judicial 

Warrant from a US 

District Court, signed 

by a judge

If immigration 

comes to your 

door



If they have an Immigration 

Warrant from the 

Department of Homeland 

Security, you do not need 

to open the door.

Agents may try to convince 

you that you need to. You 

can ignore them

If immigration 

comes to your 

door



• You have the right to remain silent 

• Don’t try to argue with them, do not give them any 

information. If you start saying something, you might say 

something that can be used against you. Say only “I request 

my right to remain silent.”

• You have the right to an attorney.

• If there is a criminal complaint, the court will appoint a judge.

• If it is an immigration issue, the court will not appoint a lawyer, 

but you may call your own.

If immigration 

comes to your door



IF YOU ARE STOPPED ANYWHERE:

• Remember that whatever uniform they wear, they are 
bound by the constitutional rights we shared a few slides 
ago.

• Stay calm, keep yourself safe

• Sudden movements or hands in your pockets can be seen 
as a threat

• Ask if you are being arrested, or if you are free to leave

• Do not resist



IF YOU ARE STOPPED WHILE DRIVING 

• Stay in the car, put your hands on the steering 
wheel where the officer can see them.

• If the officer asks for license and registration, the 
driver must provide them. Passengers are not 
required to show ID.

• Tell the officer where you are going to reach for 
the information, and move slowly.



IF YOU ARE ARRESTED OR DETAINED

• DO NOT Sign anything or take “voluntary departure” 

without the guidance of a lawyer

• DO NOT rely on immigration agents to provide you with 

information about your rights

• You have the right to remain silent

• You have the right to call a lawyer or family member

• You have the right to be visited in detention by a lawyer

• You have the right to contact your consulate



PERSONAL PREPAREDNESS 

• Citizens are not required to carry proof of citizenship. In 2025, 
if you are not a white, native English speaker, it may be a 
good idea to carry proof.

• Adults with valid immigration status, including green card, are 
required to carry immigration documents with them.

• Ensure that your documents are up-to-date

• Consider disabling facial recognition on your phone, particularly 
when traveling.

• Memorize the phone number of your lawyer, or at least one 
family member – if detained you may only get one phone call.



RED CARDS

Red cards are two sided: 

One side contain the basic summary of rights, available in the language you are 

most comfortable with. This is a reminder, to you, of your rights

The other side is always in English, and can be handed to an immigration officer, to 

communicate that you know you have rights



FAMILY PREPAREDNESS

• While this is a difficult subject for families to consider, family 
planning  for emergencies empowers you to have SOME control 
over what happens to the rest of the family if someone is 
detained

• Considering and documenting your choices in advance will allow 
for some continuity of care.

• Gather important documents (passports, birth certificates, 
immigration documents). Keep them in a safe place and be sure 
your family and a couple of trusted friends know where they are.

• If you don’t already have an immigration lawyer, secure one you 
can call in an emergency.



FAMILY PREPAREDNESS

• If you have a child under 18, who will take care of the child if you are 
detained?

• Informal plan is easy, but gives the caregiver no legal rights

• Caregiver Affidavit Authorization gives someone legal rights to 
care for your child for up to 2 years. Can be ended at any time.

• Temporary Agent Authorization gives somewhat more 
authority, but is only for 60 days after detention

• Guardianship gives the most authority, but the parent cedes 
responsibility.

• See the MIRA website for more extensive information on how to 
make plans
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